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Guest Speaker for June

REEF and Fish ID

Can't tell a Rock Gunnel from a Northern Pipefish, a Cod from a Pollock, a Black
Sea Bass from a Striped Bass now is your chance to find out how!

In preparation for the Great Annual Fish Count here in New England on July 28th
Suzanne Rose will be our featured speaker for the July 19th meeting. First cer-

tified in 1996, Suzanne Rose became a PADI instructor in 2002 and currently

teaches at Mass Diving in Natick. A self - described fish geek, Suzanne is a for-
mer New England Aquarium volunteer and veteran of their fish collecting expe-

ditions. She is also a REEF volunteer and citizen surveyor, and has completed

more than 100 fish surveys in Caribbean and New England waters. In her day job,
Suzanne is a health/science writer and editor, and currently works for the

American Association for Cancer Research.
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Ocean Frontiers/ Compass Point
East End, Grand Cayman
Jan and Bob Abraham

Jan and | spent nine days at Ocean Frontiers/Compass Point diving the walls and reefs of
east end of Grand Cayman the largest of the three Cayman Islands in late June. This was
second trip with this very well run operation. It is about a forty minute drive by rental car fri
the airport on the relatively undeveloped eastern end of Grand Cayman.

The dive resort has three sets of condos on site. We rented a nicely outfitted two bedroon
just steps from the dive boats. Once you arrive you load your gear in a plastic crate and le
outside your door and that is the last time you have to touch it until you pack up to go hom
All the set up, tank changes, rinsing and drying are handled by a very energetic dive staff.
place runs like a Swiss watch.

The resort is located inside a barrier reef with cuts that allow easy access to the south, ee
north sides dive sites weather permitting. This is a huge plus as the beginnings of Tropica
Storm Debbie



stacked up some enormous rollers on the south side which even affected visibility on the st
ried west end (seven mile beach)but the north side stayed flat and clear all week.

They do two two dive trips a day. No time limit on dives but they ask you to stay above 100
They record max depth/times for all dives and air consumption for the first few dives. Once
they are comfortable with your skills they have no problem with unguided dives by buddy
pairs. Walls are deep starting at 55 to 70 feet and much of the interesting coral and fish life
below 40 feet so Nitrox is worth the extra cost.

Jands favorite site iIis Babylon which has
6006. The pinnacle is formed of stacks of
gorgonians, rope and wire corals and it looks like a hanging garden. Lots of different critter:
including morays, shrimp and crinoids of all types hang out under the plates. What was rea
cool I's that despite its popularity this
buoyancy skills people!



